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Syria, Ethiopia and other countries, as well as their industry
and art undoubtedly developed slowly before it reached that
height which we now admire. Thus, they were acquainted with
the preparation of the metals, with .furnaces and distilling
apparatus, with the distillation of wine, and of the oleoresin
of cedar;1) with the preparation of soda, alum, vinegar,2) soap,
leather; also with the preparation and use of colors and the
manufacture of glass. The Egyptians used cedar (turpentine)
oil8) and colophonium/) and probably knew how to isolate plant
aromas as distilled oils.

The height which Egyptian civilization reached is revealed
better by their architectural monuments, mummies found in the
pyramids, and by the products of artistic workmanship, than by
the few written documents that have come down to us. Likewise
in the building of ships and in their commerce with neighboring
countries the Egyptians accomplished much.

Like their writings, many of their arts and crafts were lost at
least in part to the civilized nations succeeding them and had to be
rediscovered. In judging the relationship between their scientific
knowledge and their accomplishments in the arts and crafts, it
should be remembered that the manufacture of metals, of glass,
and even dyeing were based on a rather crude empiricism and
seem to have been almost wholly independent of the theoretical
consideration of the age. Thus, with but little scientific knowledge
of permanent value, these most ancient peoples, the Hindoos,
Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians and Phoenicians, like the
Chinese, who stand at the dawn of civilization, have in the

*) Aetii medici graeci Ex veteribus medi'cinae tetrabiblos. Editio Aldina.
Veneti 1547. fol. 10.

2) Numbers, 6 : 3.

8) Herodoti Historic II. 85.

Pedanii Dioscoridis Anazarbei De materia medica libri quinque.
Editio Kuhn-Sprengel. Lipsias 1829. Lib. 1, cap. 34, 39, 80, 95, 97.

PHnii Secundi Naturalis historian libri 37. Liber 15, cap. 6 and 7, and
liber 16, cap. 22.

Scribonii Largi Compositiones medicamentorum. Editio Schneider, p. 323.

Theophrasti Eresii Opera, quad stipersunt omnia. ff/stor/a plantarum.
Editio Wimmer. Parisii 1866. Liber 9, cap. 3.

4) Pedanii Dioscoridis Anazarbei De materia medica libri quinque.
Editio Kuhn-Sprengel. Lipsias 1829. Vol. 1, p. 660 and vol. 2, p. 639.
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